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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE IEVELOFPMENT OF
IRRIGATION IN THE LETHRRIDGE ' DISTRICT.

Prepared for the Lethbridge Historical
Society,' - by Charles Raley and Sam G.Porter.
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First Ditch in Alberta.

The year 1926 marke the 46th anniversary of the
practice of irrigqtion in Alberta. The earliest use of
water for irrigation in Alberta of which we have any
record was by X¥ro.John Glen, who in 1879 built a small
ditch out of Fish Creek, eight miles scuth of the present
City of célgary,and irrigated fifteen acres in Section
3, Tpe23, Range 1, West of theAﬂth4 Mo, with "ametisfactory
results” (a)s Prior to this g ditch had been started
from Beaver Cepeek and carried down the flat on the nerth

bank of the Oldman River in ﬁhat is now the peigan Indian
Rescrves This ditch was startéd by tvo Amcricans who

came in with a band of horses and settled there, but before
they had completed it the land they intended to irrigate
was set apart as an Indian ileserve; so they abandoned
their enterprize and returned scuthe As the treaty under
which the Peigan Indian Reserve was sct epart was conciuded
on the 22nd, day of Septehbei,iB??; it must have been in
that year that the ditch was built (b)e
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Lethbridge Starteds

In May ot'the sume year, that is 1885, a small section

of the present townsite was sub-divided and started on top

- of the hille This gettlement was given the name Lethbrid:-e

after William Lethbridge of London, England, the first presi-
dent of the Northwest Coal and Navigation Companye. AR

' igclined‘tramway‘was now built from the mouth of the mine-

“to the prairie level where the cozal was loaded on to narrow

gauge cars. The site of this inclined tramway is still
plainly visible just north of thé C.P.R.Bridgee Afterwapis
8haft No.l, located zbout 1,000 feet west of the present
CePeReroundhouse, was sunk and the drift at the foot of

the coulee wnd the inclined railway were abandoned. Thus
ended Lethbridgets early dream of Navigatione

Railway Built from Lethbrid.e to
- Grect ¥allse

The Alberta Railway and Coal Company afterwards built
the line from Lethbridge to Coutts which was opened to
traffic December 8th,1890. Likewiae the sume interests
built, owned, and operated the Great Falls and Canada
Railway which was completed from Coutts to CGreat Félls,
October lst,1890.

Gevernment T.and Grantse

In those days the construction of-a standard gauge

railwey carried a land grant {rom the Government of 6,400
acres per milee After it was determined that it was not
feasible to transport coal by water and the Coal Company

had concluded to build a nsrrow gauge line from Dummore to
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Alberta Irrigation Company Organizede
As’already noted the Mbrmohs%iad settled around

Cardston. Being accustomed to 1rfigation they saw
great possibilities in the vast fertil plains to the
east and north of their settlement if the deficlient
rainfall could be supplemented by irrigation. With a

. wiew of colonizing and irrigating these lands Charles

.0ra Card undertook to purchase 116,000acres and
John W.Taylor 595,000 acres on the terms of a rental
payment of two centg per acre each year for four years
from 1892 to 1895, and then a purchase price of $1l.00
per acre spread over eight years with interest at
s8ix pcrcente _ -
These contracts were made in December,189l..In
December of the following year notice was given that
application would be made to Parliament at 1ts next

I
.gession .“for an Aot to incorpora?q a Company for the

purpoz< of constructing and operafing irrigation ditches v

or canals in that portion of the District of Alberta
lying south of the fiftieth parallel of latitude where
it passes through the said district"s The original
purpose of this application was tq obtain an Act which
would assist YreTaylor and his aééociates in their
colonization and irrigation enterprise. Sir Alexander
and Elliott T.Galt allowed their namez to be used in
the application to assist in getting the Act through
Parliament, but they did not intend to take an active

1 ,
part in the affiirs of the new Company. However when

the Act was assented to April, 1893, and the Alberta Irrigatia,
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Company was formed, Sir Alexandér Galt was made Preaidenf.
Upoh his death in September of the same year, ho was
succeeded as pPresident of the Albarta Railway and Coal
Company (and presumsbly of the Alberta Irrigation Company)
by Mre.Peter Redpath, who died three months later when
Elliott T.Gadt.became Presidents

3

Lethbridge Board of Trade takes a Hando
By this time the agitation for Irrigation in this
distriét was so well advanced that in the Lethbridge Bdard
of Trade in 1893 it was moved by CQA,Hagrath and seconded
by WeAeGalliher ©"That the promotion of Irrigation in this

district of Southern Alberta is absolutely necessary for

the devglopment,otﬂth@dpigt:igglvaggJitwigw@eemed advisable
to place the matter properly before the Government and that
‘s Joint Commission? bomposed of men from Lethbridge, Mac-

leod, and Calgary be appointed to collect evidence, statis-

" tics, etc., and that we set apide 3200. to cover our share

of the necessary expenses.® :

We have already stated that t‘h.roughvthe efforts of
Will;am Pearce, J.S.Dennis and othérs, an irrigation Act
had been introduced in Parliament that year and was passed
in 1894. At the same time the Government adopted the

policy in connection w;th irrigation development that it

" would determine what was feasible in the way of ixrigation

and then leave it to private énterprise to do the reste

In line with that policy Er.Denn§§¥(Nbﬁ‘COI.Dennis) undsre-
took topographical-survejs ahd stream flow measurements

to determine what water supply was availalle and what land

~could be irrigated.

-~

& as



‘ 17,
But 1t did not prove to be ap easy matter to

interest sufficient capital =2nd ehough people to con-
struct a big irrigation system and colonize the landse
Se John W.Taylor failed in his ambitious enterprise

e e e T T T T e

- and his contracts for the purgyggg of the lands were
,_cancelled in 1895. . A
R One of the difficulties encoyntered by Taylor

1 and by thevCompany was .thzt the lands were located in
blocks of alternzte townships which made irrigation
development in a practical‘way impossibles Repeated
repreéenta@ioha to the Government;and frequent visits
to Ottawa by Mr.Galt and Mr.Magrath were made in this

connection, but it was not until 1896 when & Western

N—

o~ |man, HoneClifford Sifton (Now Sir Clifford) who was

familiar with the conditions, was appointed Minister of

the Interior, that the Company(s land grant was consolidated |

into a 80l1id block and the Irrigation Scheme became feasible
| In the meantime éﬁe Alberta Irrigation Company

ihad not exercised the functions for which it was organized
:and as the time for beginning conétruction had been limitad

' to three years from the date of the incorporation and
‘Was now about to expire, a new Act was passed in Aprii,
1896, to revive and amend the previous Acte In the “ollow=
iag year lre.George G.Anderson, an eminert e irrigstion

; engineer of Denver, Colorado. was engaged to report

| on the feasibility and cost of an irrigation system to

g e e -

iser?e the Company's lands. 'So_in 1898 the actual location

R pap—
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of the canal was started by the Alperta Irrigation Company.

E«ToGalt was then President, c.b}.{é@ath,?.!anager, Ge+Ge Anderson

Consulting Engineer, C.F.P.Conybea;fe. Solicitor, and Imsh
MaoBeth Accountante -

¥ork Starfs on the Big Ditch.
¥re.Anderson started work y:l.tﬂ his pa.rtiea‘ in July,

) -1?98, A.M.Grace being Chief Assis.tg.nt Engineer; and by

L4

. December they had about forty-five teams at work on the

first division. |

The Chief Contractors for thel ditch were the President
and High Council of Latter Day Saints--The Mormon Churche=
and the sub-contractors, lavorers and teamsters were
principally Mormon farmers who came to settle in Canada.
These men were paid one-holf in caéh and one-half land;
the land with water right, being valued then at 83.00
an acre, and was located at Magrath and Stirling. These

towns were then Just starting by men working on the ditohe

Cardston was an older settlemente

The whole work was dona withieams and all supplies
and lumber for the structures had to be teamed from
Whoop-Up siding. This is not SForteVhoop-Up" but a
siding on the 0ld Crows Nes: Line é.bout five miles south
of L'ethbridge, in Section 8, Tp.B,Rarige 2l, W 4the M,
The intake on the St.Mary River at Kimball was about forty
miles south and eighteen milesmst; of that point. 0vef
a nillion foeet of lumber was required, most of it being
used in the headworks and flumes nezxr the upper end of the

systeme In wet seasons the work of teaming presented

serious difficulties, as some of the creeks and coulees were o

T
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times like rivers and there were no bridges. Indians

TR L u,

and anyone else with tesms could get work. It is eaid
that lumber was scattered over the prairie all the way
from Whoop-Up to Kimball where the Indians had got stuck
and thrown off and abandoned part of their loade The
structures were al) substantially built. Timber was ﬁsed
’ 'ﬁhraughout, there being no concrete at all. Neither
“.were any steam shovels or dredges employed in the excavae

tion, which amounted to 1,121,000 cubic yardse

CsP.R. Gives Assistance.

It is interesting to note that at this time,1898,
- the C.P.R. and particularly President shaugzhnessy, were ‘5

mch interested in the scheme and promised a bonus of %

$100,000 to the Company to be earned according to the
numbeyr of settlers and amount of traffic they broughte
Afterwards an account of the difficulties entailed in
estimating these items the bonus was changed to a straight
| grant of $5,000 each siﬁ:months until the bonus was paid

oute

In 1899 by Act of Parliament the name of the Company
was changed from the Alberta Irrigation Company to the
Canadian Northwest Irrigation émmpany. In the meantime

construction was progressing rapidlys. ‘ , |
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E Contradt with City of Lethbridce.

As projected the canal was to irrigated land adjacent

7 e

r,' to Magrath and the vally running between Milk River Ridge
and the Rolling Hills with Siirling a3 the terminal peinte

T TCORR PNy

When the people of Lethbridge found that the COmpany did )
not intend to build the canal to Lethbridge they were very 1
much exercised. So the town, under Dr.Hewburn as Mayor, ‘
:tndnced .the Company under certain conditions as set forth
1n By-law- No.107 to build into Lethbridge. This by-law
provided that °In consideration of §20,000 paid by the town

to the Company, they would build the ca.nal to the town 5
. @ limits and deliver for the use of the inha,bitants, for five, \

demetic, and cultivation purposes, five cubic :‘.feet a second

during the irrigation season, for twenty-fife years free of

-\ rental and spend $4,000 in making ditches in towne®

The ratepayers voted on this by-law om the 20th of :
June,1899~-85 for and 1 againste=w

The Company therefore changed its plans accordingly
and brought its }a2in canal into the Lethiridge Districte
This of course necessitated a consider.ble amoﬂnt of
additional work, including a cut four rlles long and
eighteen feet deep through the Rolling Hills, as well as
& flume 1,400 feet long across the iow ground on the west

shore of fifteen Mile Lake.

Another By-law No.108 was passed on the same date by

1 a voie of Eigaty-four for and tws against, which was in
brief as follows:="The Company will in consideration of

ki e LN

the sum of $10,000 paid by the Town,construct and during
the period of twenty-five years maintain, an irrigétion ditch
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wholly or partially within a distance of five miles from

the town, being an extension of an irrigation cenal capable
of delivering 135 c.f.8. to the lands horeinafter mentioned--
and during tReirrigation season supply 135 CefsB. tc twenty
thousand acres of Company lands located within a radius of
'. . ten niles from the centre of the Citye®
| - Besides the above it appears that an agreement . 1

{
iR

F ) “"was made in which the Company agreed to spend or advance

to the Town $1,000, for planting treess To the foresight

of the officials of the town and the Company of that day,

we owe‘the gredit for the splendid showing ’of trees along

] : | , our boulevards that are now the pride of our City. Mayor

' Mewburn ié credited with being the first man in Lethbridge

- after the ditches were built, to plant trees on his lawn

and on the boulevard in front of his homes . o -
Upon tho completion of the canal T.M.Zvans was appoinved

Superintendent of Operation and Maintenance, which positien

he held until his death in December,1912, ?

First Irrigation Water Reaches Lcthbridre.
' WATE» was turned in at the head of the canal on the

4the of July,1900s It recched the limits of the town of
Lethbridce at thoree o'cleck in the afterncon of September
4th, 1800, and to the particular delight of the small

. boys as well as the citizens in general, it flowed through

vhe ditchesalong tne strects of the towne The iaterals

into Magrath and Stirling were not completed until the
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‘following year, water reachigg the town of Stirling July

12th, and Magrath July 26th,1901.

The Governor Generzal's Visite.

‘rhe canal was formally opened by His Excellency The
Earl of M.tnto, Governor General, on the l4th of September,

1900. The followiné account of the Governor General's
g

Y:léit on this occasion is quoted from sn extensive peport

which appeared in the Manitoba Free Preas, October 6th, 1900/~

"There was no formal ocelebration of the entrance of the
water frqm the Irrigation Canal into the towne. Neither
was there any formality to mark the completion of the canal
8ys t&n and the toruning in of the water at the intake heade
gates down south near the Yontana Bordere As the Governer
General and Lady ¥intc were at that time on thejr way home=
ward from the coast on their eeturn from their tdu.r of
Wéstern Cencda which had taken them &s far as Dawson City,
they were invited by 1r.Galt to spend & doy in seeing
something of the Irrigatien Canal and of the broad plains
of Southorn Alberta, rich in fertility of the soil but
lacking heretofore in moisture, and wetered now by a new
made river, brought into use by the hand of man and given

& winding course to make possible the irrigation of hundreds

‘of thousands of acres that nsed anhr an ample and regular

supply of moisture %o aeke them ready for rich productive-

Neess
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A Accordingly, on Séptember l4the the g;oe-regal
party having.a:rived in Lethbridge the preceding evening
as the guests of Mr.Galt were taken over as much df the
11wnrk as'could be viewed 1# one day, their engagements not
allowing a lenger stay.' As the occasion was entirely
of the nature of an informel visit, only a small party
. wWas made ups Two of the highest dignitéries of the Mormon
,{Church, Presidents George Q.Cannon and Joseph F.Smith,
had been invited from Salt ié@a City to meet the Governor=
Genera)l and the Countess of Minto. President Capnnon,
| accompanied by his daughter and president Smith, whose
wife and sons were with him, had come up several days
previously from Great ¥qlls, Montana, the terminus of
the Alberts Railway and Coal Companyfs line, in a special
train with Mr.Galt, MreCeAeMagrath, Haﬁager of the Canadian
Northmest Irrigation Company, and ¥re.P.L.Naismith,lfanager
ef the Alberta Railway and Coal Compeany, ex-Judie Thomas
Brady, of Great Falls, the attorney for that Company across
the line and ﬁbn.Timothy Collins, State Breasurer of Montana
-Who is also a resident of Great Falls, jJoining the partye
The Vice=-regal party was taken out to Stirling on a
special train. At Stifiing the Mounted Police escort which
ad ridden out from Lethbridge the day before, was found
Gamped. Saddle horses had been brought for thcse of the

party who ohose to ride, and there were conveyances for the
otlerse

o — s g
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_ :Before the departure of the vice-regal party from

Lethbridge, the Governor General was presented with an ¥

>
address from the corporation of the towm. In his reply - §
he remarked that it was not his first visit to Lethbridge. ;
He had been there in the fall of 1885 with Lord Lansdowne
when he was the guest of Mr.Galt, in a house near the
f}iver where the coal mining was done at that time. Since'
then the mining business had greatly increased.and the
town in its present \location had ‘g'ov'm from absolutely

nothing to its present size, and would continue to growe

He had b‘een greatly impressed with the changes and improve-
rnents which had taken place. the people of Lethlridge had
great reaéon to be thenkful for the extraordinary energy
shown by m-Gait in bringing this great irrigation pproject
to a satisfactory conclusion, which would be the means of

transdrming Southern Albertae®

Irrigated TLand at £8.00 an Acres

The canal having been completed and primed in the fall
of 1900 was ready for operatihé in 1901 but beyond the |
liormons who had land around Hagraih and stirling, there were
very fsw settlers and the demand for irrigated lands was
. Very,very slacke Parties of men were brought from sll over
the border states, but sales were very fews In fast the
weather was against selling, there hsd been lotsv of rain

all the time the canal was building, and the men coming in

would szy we needed drainage more than irrigation; if it
wasn't raining it was blowing, and agter a man had been out

all day on the prairie as it was then, not a fence or a

pliece of cultivated land to be seen, he was depressed,for
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jgggaf Factory at Raymond.

In ;Qbo the SteMary River Railway was built as Lar
as Spring ?oulee.- The_pexx‘year,‘gfgfg_ffiﬁﬁiifg'wealthy
Méiner frém%Utah, whose two sons had previously secured
land at Sp;ing Coulee, and were engaged in rgnching, eame
up and ferhed a Company to build 8 sugar factory and
<es§ablish a cattle ranche During that summer the town of |
Raymond was located and survayed and the locatien of the
sugar factory décided one This locatien was chosen because
of its r&gggggi;_and drainoge facilitiese The water Supply
wags & very important factor as it required about eight acre

feet a day or nearly one acre foot to each forty toms of

beefi_to {PE«EEE factorye This supply nad to be stored
beoaus;ithe factory season did not open until about the
time the irrigation season closede The reservoir at
Raymond h%d a capacity of about 900 ac.fte or sufficient
for about three month's run fof‘a factory of three hundred
tons daily capacitys The factory was completed in 1903

and the first bects sliced November 2nd, of that yeare

In the 1904 seeson it ran 40 days and handled 11,900
tons of beets which yielded 13.7% sugar.x;; 3,160,000 poundse
The ﬁiggest 1un in its history was in 1906 when it
handled 18,293 tons of beets and made 4,673,000 pounds of
sugul e : ' _

It cbntinued to operate each season until 1934 bdut
nevsy had‘a sufficient supply of beets t¢ make its operation

a financial success. It was dismantled and tha machinex

moved to Idaho in 1917.
: - ‘
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schemes a;nd the belief on the part of meny that the
climate was changing and that irrigatien after all was

not necessary, it was thosaugh L the almost superhuman

exertions of E.T.Galt,, a.nd C.Aonagro.th that the Alberte.

B Irrigation C:ompa.ny' 8 gcheme was. successfully launched
and completede Now that it was constructed‘and in

* -operation in spite of the oft repeated and possibly not

. always jocular rex;zark during construction, that a draimé
age ditch would be more mameful than an irrigation ditch,
Mother Nature with an outburst of rage at man's impudence
in assuming her pre;'ogative of Bsupplying water to the
thirsty soil tried to destroy the works he had so labpr-
fously cohstructed. The increase in rainfall which had
been noticeable since 1895 culminated in 1902 with a

record of more than twenty-eight inches. There were

three distinct floods, NHay 19th, June 2nd, and July 1lst to

. S—— T e D,
4the The precipitation flor the three months, May, June
and July was 22¢9 inches, and in July prayers were

offered in St.Augustine's Church for dry weafiere

Floods of 1902,
/ Although there were serious washouts and the irrigation
' system was put out of business for practically the entire
'season, :lt was a great dredit to the engineers ang builders
of the structures that through all three floods noet a timber
on any of | them was ddsplaceds On the Pothole at Yagrath
the flood was & raging torrent washing out the embankments
on both aides of the dam and headgates. At Ximbzll %he
channel o: the St.Mary River was altered to such an exteﬁt tha

IRt ' ras f= =
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a dam had t@ be built across the main channel and a new |
inteke in 1ine with the dem constructed 600 feet above the
headgatese jOriginally no dam.Wasjreqdiredo

It i8 a striking coincidence that the experiences
of the Albezita Irrigation Company with the floods of 1902
had ite parallel in the misfortunes of the Lethbridge
'Nbr?hern scheme which suffered similer¥y in the first
year of its; operation,lgzs. from an unprecedented flood -
in the o:i.dmgn Rivere

‘ The fa:%’mer"s who settled in the Magrath and Stirling

Districts during the wet period,1899 to 1902, and whe
~ had not been here during the precadiﬁg dry period, naturally
 thought a wéter' right would be of doubtful benefit; and
hence most of them chose to take water for only about
one-fourth of their land. That accounts for the insufficient
water rights in those districts today and for the agitation
of the paat%few years to get more watere

Thus h?s a more or less erratic climate first encouraged
and then imgeded irrigation davelogmeuto Ve have on an
average four or five dry years to.gne wet one, yet the
pendulum séems to swing almost as far away from irrigation
in that one year as it swings towards it in the other four
or five. §Ence the development of a full one hundred percent
itrigation%poliqy even smong those who 1live on irrigated

land and pﬁofesa to believe in irrigation,hés been s5loWse
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Milk Ri{rer Canal Built.

In May, 1903, the Great Falls Leader announced that

- surveys for the diversion of the Ste.Mery River into Milk

would be completed that year by the Engineers of the
United States Reclamation Service and they expected cone
struction of the canal to follow immediately. 0f course

_ ttiis was very disquieting to the Canadian interests and
__.it was important that something be done to forestall the

loss of their water supply. Their response was prompt
and decisive. Before the end df the year the construction
of a canal to take water oui of Milk River on the Canadian
side was under ®ay by the Canadian Northwest Irrigation
Comp'a.ny. Fourteen and a half miles of this canuzl was
constructed crossing the Milk River Ridge to a coulee
rnnniné into Verdigres Lake, and water was turned into
it November 17th,1904. A large pe.rty of Lethbridge people
wend down for the ceremony.

The canal has never been used but it effectually
dd one thing; 1t demonstrated beyond dispute that in the
event of failure to reach an understanding with the
United States over this matter, that any water that country
would attempt to divert from the St.¥ary River in Montana,
and to the detriment of the Canadian canal, that Canada |
could take it out of the Milk River and carry it northward
along the eastern slope of the Milk River Ridge %o a point
e few miles nortnwest of Raymond where it would Joir the

railway Company's canal as it enters the Rolling Hillse
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The International Waterways Treaty Signed.

In the mea.ntime; the Engineers of the United States
Reclamation Service had found that while the All-American
route for their diversion canal was possible from an

Engineering stundpoint, its cost made it prohibitive.

_Tjie people of the Milk River Valley in Montana t?ierefore
.. feeling that their rights were endangered by the con-

struction of the Cané.dian Canal, now urged their Gevermment
to enter into &n agreement with Canada on the question
'of the joint use of these streamse . .

‘ Discussions were started in 19C4 which finally resulte
ed in a treaty being signed between the United States end
Great Britain, July 11th,1909, which among other things,
providéd “That the Ste.lMary and Milk Rivers and their

tributaries (in the State of Ifontana and the Provinces

- of Alberta and Saskatchewan) are to be treated as one

stream for the purpose of irrigation and pewer, and the
waters thersof shall be apportioned eéually between the
two countriesf®, The treaty further provided for an
International Joint Commission consisting of three members
from each country to have Jprisdiction over the adminise
tration of the troatye Thus was settled amicably what
threateded at one time to develop into a very difficult
and complicated international controvei'ay.

Still there were questions perfaining to the manner
in which the terms of the treaty were to be carried out
and how the division of the water was to be made that
were nct se$§ forth in the trecty itself but were left to
be determined by the International Joint Commissione

K3
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" since the two Goverrments took aimost diametrically

opposite iiews as to what the Treaty meant, a long
period followed during which engineering investigations

and extensive stream measurements were condusted by

-both Governments and. the controversial points argued

before the Commissione. So it was not until the 4th.

‘o}JOctober,lszl, that a decision was rendered by the

,émission settling the details of the division of the
waters of these international streams, betwecn the two
countriese

It is interesting to note that the first Chairman
of the American Section of thut Cormission, WhichAcame
into extstence in 1911, was Serator Carter, who was
aotive on the American side of the issue in ‘its earlier
days; and C.A.Hagrath, as Manager of the Company diverting
the water in Canuda, and therefcre zotive on the Canadiaﬁ
side, eventaully found himself Chairman of the Canadian
Section of the International Joint Commissione Senator

Carder died shortly after his appocintment to the Commissione

Recent Developmentse

This ends the story of what may be termed pioneer
irrigation development in Southern Albertas A very brief
reference wil;\. be made here to the later developments not
with the intention of giving full details, but merely to
bring the history up to date, with respect to the main

featurese
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The Lethbridge Northern n'rigat:lon
Digtricte

 AS early as 1919 a petition was forwarded to the
Government by settlers in the Irom Springs District for
the oonstrﬁction of an irrigation eystem to supply water
to their vle.nd. Their proposal was to pump water from the
0ldman River immediately south of Iron Springs, but as

‘£h§.s'. involved a 1lift of 300 feet, very little study was
‘equired to show that it could not be done within the

limits of reasonable coste 4

Several other possibilities were inquired into but
the first actual surveys were made by the Dominion
Government in 1913 when the plan of taking water from the
Oldman River on the Peigan Indian Reserve west of Macleod,
was recomnended as the most feasible scheme. The surveys
were continued each season to define in greater detail
a1l the elements of location, cost and areas which could
be irrigatede

To %0ld Man® Pearson is due the credit for initating
the scheme, and to the Lethbridge Board of Trade under the
leadership of G.ReMarnoch must be given the credit for the
presistence which finally overcame all the hinderances
which stood 1n‘ the way of 1its realization. We will not
at this time go into a diccussion of the various steps
which led to the e¢nactment of the Irrigation District
Aot and the guarantee of the bonde of the Lethbridge
Northern Irrigatior District, which made the financing of
the construction of the system possible. That is a story
in itself which whould be recorded in full and we would
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suggest that Mr.Marnoch is the man to write its

The Lethbridge Northern Irrigation District
wes erected by vote of the landowners on the 20th.
day of September,1919, the vote being 288 in favor
to 8 opposed.  The bonds osuld not be disposed of
on acceptable teims until they were guaranteed by the
iPéé%incial'Government. This was done in the spring .
;f 1021 and a contract was lef Jume 1st,1921, to Grant,l
Smith & Company & Mchnnell.Ltd., covering the exca=-
vation of 6,300,000 cubic yards of materiale The earthe
work contract was completed October 19th,1922, and the
‘structures by May,1923e

The system covers an irrigable area of 105,000

acreas. The cost of construction apart from interest
and carrying charges was $4,171,580¢35e
Vater wasg turned into the Canal May 18%,1923, but
_on the last dey of May and the first few days of June
an unprecedented flood in the Oldman River washed out
two or three miles of tke Main Canal and two sections
of the flume over the Oldman River. Thege damages
cost the Distriét nearly $109,000s and required all
summer to repair, So that no more water was run until
Octobers In 1924 the system wae operated for the full
season and nearly thirty percent. of the total irrigable

area was irrigatede
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The Taber Irripstion District.

L

The Tabey Irrigaiion District was the first one to

be establiched under the Irrigation District Act of
Albertas The farmers in the district began negotiations
with the C.P.R., about 1913 for a water supply for their

landse The Company had comstructed reservoira in Chin

'édklee for the storage of the waste and surplus water from
tiheir Lothbridge System, and surveys had shown that this

water could be economically applied to the lands around
N T Rt
contracts from the individual lundowners, the contracts

to be secured by'mortgnges on thg farm landse But this

was not précticable, 80 the Alberta Government wae asked

te paas Leg;slation which would erable the fermers to
organize a distfict to'issue bonds to cover the cost of
irrigation workss The Irrigation District Act was passed
by the Alberte Legislature in 1915 and in the same year the
Taber Irrigation District was erecﬁedo .After a number |

of delays, nregotictions with the CoPeRe were completed

in the spring of 1919, and in July of that year the land=
owners voted unanimously for the issue of bonds for the con=
struction of their canzlse The C.P.R. accepted the bonds
for the actual cost of the construction of the works, which
amounted to £16.50 per irrigable acre, and agreed to deliver
water at the head of the Taber Canal for tie irrigation of
17,000 =zores for an annuzl operation end maintenance charge

of £ifty cents per acre (50¢). Construction was started July
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24th,1919, and completed in October,1920. The first
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water was turned into the Canal September 10th,1920, &
and the canals were primed and about 2,000 acres of '
land were fall irrigated that season. The sy stem
is Aoperated.'by the formers themselves, and has been
succeasful from the start. |

The United Irrigstion District.

paference has slready been made to the irrigation of

a small portion of the Cochrane Ranch in ths early dayse
This blg tract ofrland was purchssed and colonized by
the Yormon Church and as early as 1906 the Alberta Stake of
Zion‘ {(The ¥ormon Church in Albeﬁta) made a.ppl.ica.tion to the
Dominion Goveranment forvthe right to irrigatedthe area ly-
ing between the Belly and Waterton Rivers, and went to
considerable expense making surveys for the irrigation of
this traot of some 45,000 acrese Authorization was granted
in 1907 for the diversion of water from the Waterton Rivér
for this purpocse but the 4surveys shoﬁed that the cost
would ve excessive so no construction was undertaken and the |
authorization was cancelled in 1910s -
Afterwards another survey indicated taat it was feasis
ble to divert water from tﬁe Belly River to serve a large
portion of this land, end in the dry sesscn of 1918 the
farmers in the neighborhz;oci of Hill Spring and Bl\gnwood,
having lost ‘i'.heir crops turough drought, datsrminéd
to build the ditch themselves ami actually etarted work on
it. - But proper surveys had not veen mads ard +‘ﬂ:e authority ' ‘
of the Government had not been obtained, 8s naturally very
little w#s accmmplishedo |
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In March,1919, the Alberta Stake of Zion made a
new application for water, this time from the Belly
River instead of the Waterton, snd the Pominion Government
undertook to make a complete survey of the schemeo

™ August,1919, the United Irrigation District was

: ggected. In March,1920, another district comprising lands
,,gddoining the United District on the north and east was '

erected under the name of the Lome Rock Iryigation Disirict.

Since these two districis Qouli be sexrved bty the same

systen of cenals the majority of the land owners in the

Lone Rock district petitioned the Minister of Public Works

of Alberta to be included in the United District. Consequently

by order of the xinister. signed ¥arch 2nd,1921, the Lone

Rock Irrigation District was dissolved and the lands which

it comprised were added to the United Irrization Distrite
Under the original lsmorial of the Alberth Railway

and Irrigotion Conpany the water supply o the Belly River

. was grented to that Company, aud naturally its claims

mst be surrendered or csncelled before the Govermment could
approve another applicatione The Company offered no ovjection
to the surrcnder of ita rights in faver of the new district,
go this matter being eatisfectorily adjusted, authorization
for the construction of the gystem was issued by the

¥inister of the Interior, June 25t:,1921. A favorable

wte foilowed on Auguci 24ih, for tae izzue of bhonds for
8645,000s wiich were gtervards guaranteed by the Provincial

govermment end construction was started oem October 12%th,of

the same yeors
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. A feature of the comstruction of this system was that
the contrabts wers 16t to the ratepayers in prefsrence to
regular contracterse 4

Construction was completed and water turned into the
gystem in the fall of 1923. The system covers some 36,000
acres of irrigable land and cost approximately $15,00 per

'1i§1gab1e acres

Other Irrigation Districtse
This ends the record‘of actual construction to date
(¥arch,1925,) but activities looking to future development
might be briefly mentionede
The South Macleod Irrigation District.

In Juné,lgzl, the owners of land soutb of the town of
¥acleod and west of the Belly and Watertoh Rivers applied
to the Provinecial Government for the formatiah of an irri-
gation districte Their application was approved and the
South Macleod Irrigation District was erected by order dated
September 21st,1921s Complete surveys had been made by tne
Dominion Govermment, the plans approved by the Minlster of
the Interior, and a water supply from the Vaterton River
resezveds The Provincial Govermment also s=tisfied itself
that the scheme was feasible. But construction has been
delayed until the lande under the Lethbridge Northern Prow

Ject across the river from it, have beer colonized and the

ldemands for irrigated lands warrant the ovening up of another

large tract which is now onrly sparsely settleds
The district covers an irrigable area of seme 60,000

acres and the estimated consiructlon coct is $30s per acres

fe—
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The ¥egrath and Raymond Diétrictg.

The ¥agrath Irrigation Distript was erected June,
1924, for the purpose of securing a water supply from
the CuP+Rey; for the 1rfigation of additionalvlands
west and north of the town of Maprath but no contract :
has yet_been entered intoe |

"3 rhe formation of the Raymond Irrigation District

18 pending at the time c¢f this wrifing for the purpose

of acquiring an additional water supply from the CeZeRe
for lands in the vicinity of Raymond which already have
a partial supplye

New Sugnr Factory at Reymond.
The announcement of the Utah-Idalio Suger Company

in February,1925, that they would wrect a beet sugar
factory at Raymond this year gave impetus to the extension

. of ifrigation in these two districtse

The lountain View Irrigation Digtricte

The formation of the lountain View Irrigation District,
covering a tract of land in the ﬁeighborhood of the village
of Mountain View, east of the 3elly River and southwest of

Cardston was approved by the ¥inister under date of August

. and,1923. Construction was in progress during 1924 by the

farmers who are building the ditch as a private enterprise
without the issue of bonds. It will take its water supply
from the Belly River and irrigate about 2,500 acres at an
estimated cost of $13.50 per acree
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Ihe Lethbricge Southeastern Project.

T§ fhe south and east of the City of lLethbridge are
large tracte of fertile land capable of irrigation but mot
coveréd by works already constructed. A vast amountv of
engineering work has been done, both by the Alberta Railway
and Irrigation Company and its predecessors and by the

- Iryigation Depértment of the Dominion Government, to agcer-

-tain what areas can be irriguted, what water supply ic

available, and what canals, reseﬁoirs and other works
are necessary to serve them. Complete engineering data
have been comi:iled covering these points, and suimna.ries
of them published in the Government reports indicate that
it is feasible to irrigate azbout §00 00C acres under this
project in addition to tke lards ialready irrigated by the
AR. & IeSystem and the Taber Ir;ﬁiga’cion District, at a
construction cest of about $40s per acree
This tract is bounded on ché west by the St.lary
Ri.vcr; on the north by the 0ldXkan River; on the east by
Forty Mile Coulee and Pakowki Lake and on the south by
the Milk River. It would utilize the total available water
supply of the Waterton, Belly,SteXary and kilk Rivers, and
require the develorment of several large storage reservoirss
The irrigation of the entire tract was included in
the original autherization granted to the Alberta'lrrigation
Company in 1893, which covered that pertion of the district
of Alberta lying south of ths fifﬁeth parallel of latitude
and west of the one hundred and tenth meridian west of
Greenwiche 1Its history therefore is intimately connected

with events already related in this sketch and which need
not be repeated,
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SURTIENINEY

APPENDIX "C"

A brief account of the Legal formation or
organization of the Alberta Irrigation
Company in the Dominion Parliamente

The Alberta Irrigation Company was incorporated
and assented to April 1st,1893, n56 Victoria, Chapter

é 69" Some of the Clauses of the Act are as folloﬁs:
_- 1. The Honorable Sir Alexander T.Gelt, Elliott T.
éé.lt, Charles A.'lagrath, lsaao DeHaines, Alexander Fergu-
son, and Ponald We.Davis, together with such persons as
become shareholders in the Company hereby incorporated
are hereby created a body Corporaté under the name of
"The Alberta Irrigation Companye®.

II. The Head Office of the Company shall be in the

town of Lethbridge.

The Capital Stock of the Company $400,000000
Shares $100. eachs o

The Company may for the purposes of irrigation of
land and the supply of water poaér} excavate, construct,
maintain, and operate canals or ditches in that portion of
the District of Alberta lying south of the Fiftieth pParallel
of latitude and acquire land by purchase or otherwise under
the powers contained in the ¥Railway Act® and may draw off,

from rivers or othcr waters,the water necessary.
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