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Early irrigation in Southern Alberta was sporadic, with development
of irrigation along Fish Creek near Calgary in 1879 by John Glen; along the
Oldman River on the Peigan Reserve about 1877; on the Belly River in 1882
with development of the Cochrane Ranch by M. S. Brown, which was later
purchased by President E. J. Wood of the Alberta Stake and is now part of
the United Irrigation District. In addition, approximately 800 acres of
land was irrigated adjacent to Lee Creek near the Town of Cardston. The
first irrigation company was established near the Town of Macleod in 1891;
this was the first irrigation company formed under Federal legislation for

the development of irrigation projects of this kind.

The first serious development of irrigation came as the result of
coal. It may be questioned as to why this should be the case----what would
coal mining have to do with the development of irrigation? Well, it so
happened that Sir Alexander T. Galt, an English explorer, purchased from
the Canadian government, coal mines for development along the Oldman River
near Lethbridge, formerly known as Coalbanks. In order to market this coal,
it was necessary for Mr. Galt to construct a narrow gauge railroad frbm
Dunmore, near Medicine Hat, to Lethbridge in order to connect up with the
Canadian Pacific Railroad which went through the City of Medicine Hat on
its way from Eastern Canada to Calgary. For the development of this rail-
road, Sir Galt was given 6,400 acres of land for every mile of railroad
constructed. This land was given to him by the Federal government, to
provide incentive for people to settle the West in order to keep it from
being taken over by the United States. However, in spite of the construction
of this section of railroad, the Galt Company still did not make a profit----
they had very little traffic other than their own that they handled as far

as railroad returns were concerned. So, in order to balance his books,



(’W\ Galt extended his railroad south from Lethbridge to the City of Great
Falls and also, for this section of railroad, he was given additional land.
In total, he acquired approximately one million acres; however, this land
was scattered throughout the length of the railroad constructed by the
Alberta Rail § Coal Company from Medicine Hat to Lethbridge and from
Lethbridge to Great Falls. Having heard of the desirability of irrigation
from contacts with the Mormon Church, and being encouraged to develop land
for this purpose, Sir Alexander Galt hired Mr. C. A. M_agrath to determine
the feasibility of such an undertaking. After considerable study, and
the engagement of Mr. G. G. Anderson from Wyoming, it was determined that
the project was not feasible because of the scattered nature of the parcels.
This did not discourage Mr. Magrath and he undertook several visits to
Ottawa to visit with government officials there. After considerable dis-
cussion, it was decided that consolidation of these parcels of land into
solid blocks would be permissible in order to make the irrigation of this
land feasible. - Following this success, Mr. Magrath negotiated with the
L.D.S. Church leaders in Salt Lake City, who advised him that they would
undertake the settlement of this land providing they could be given assur-
ance of an income for their settlers. It was finally agreed that the
Mormon settlers would come to Canada; they would contract to construct the
main canal_for the irrigation project that was envisioned by Magrath and
Anderson; they would construct the canal from Kimball, which is approxi-
mately ten miles south of Cardston, to the townsites of Magrath and Stirling.
It was necessary for these settlers to have a means of making a living
during the time they were getting settled in a new country, so it was
i agreed that they would be paid one-half their returns for construction of
the canal in land, and one-half in cash. Land was valued at approximately

$3.00 per acre and each farmer was then able to acquire land free-of-debt,



without any incumbrances, with which he could make his living after he
had a chance to plow it, break it and seed it for the next year. During
this same time, he had been living from the cash received from his labors
on the canal, so both groups benefited; one using the resources and the
knowledge they had of irrigation construction and settlement, and the
other using the understanding they had of engineering and financial under-

takings.

Initially, the Mormon settlers had difficulty securing enough labor
to carry out this task; however, with the perseverence of their leaders
and the continuous commmication with Salt Lake City, they were able to

assemble enough horses, men, and supplies to do the job.

Work on the '"Big Ditch', as it became known, was started about 1898
and construction took approximately two years. The organization of the
Alberta Railroad § Coal Company consisted of Mr. E. T. Galt, the son of
Sir Alexander Galt, as President; Mr. C. A. Magrath, Manager; Mr. G. G.
Anderson, Consultant; Mr. C. F. P. Coneybeare, Solicitor; and Mr. Hugh
Macbeth as Accountant. The chief contractor on the project became the
Stake President and High Council of the Alberta Stake of the Mormon Church,
with most of the labor, teams and sub-contractors being of L.D.S. origin.
A1l in all, initial construction of the canal required the removal of
approximately one million, 200 thousand cubic yards of earth and approxi-
mately one million board feet of lumber to construct a facility with a

capacity of 400 c.f.s. (cubic feet per second).

Along about this time, the Alberta Rail § Coal Company were experi-
encing financial difficulties, so they appealed to the Canadian Pacific
Railroad for help. It was agreed that the C.P.R. would provide a bonus

of $100,000. according to the number of settlers and the amount of traffic



they brought to the C.P.R. along the lines of the Alberta Rail § Coal
Company. However, they ran into difficulty because the amount of traffic
derived from this railroad could not be estimated. It was therefore
decided that the grant be changed to a $5,000. grant each six months of

operation until the $100,000. had been paid out.

About this time, the government of Canada decided to get out of
the financing of irrigation projects and, in doing so, they would only
establish the feasibility of such projects and then these would be turned

over to private enterprise for development.

Along about the time the "Big Ditch'' was to be completed to Magrath
and Stirling, citizens from the Town of Lethbridge found that they would
not be getting any of this water so they made representation to the
irrigation company and offered $20,000. for construction of the canal from
Stirling to Lethbridge. This construction was to include a number of
laterals for distribution systems in the Town of Lethbridge and Dr.
Mewburne, who was then the Mayor, induced the company to build the canal
into Lethbridge. This by-law provided that "in consideration of $20,000.,
paid by the Town to the Company, they would build the canal to the Town
limits and deliver,-for the use of the inhabitants, for fire, domestic
and cultivation purposes, five cubic feet per second during irrigation
season for 25 years, free of rental, and spend $4,000. in making ditches
into the Town'. This contract was undertaken by the Mormon settlers and
they fulfilled the contract and, in addition, took $1,000. of the money
they received from the contract and gave it back to the Town, providing
the Town would plant trees within the Town limits. Water for this project
was turned into the City of Lethbridge on July 4, 1900. Laterals to

supply water to Magrath and Stirling were not finished until 1901, with



water reaching Magrath on July 25, just 73 years ago.

Official opening of the canal preceded the completion of the entire
project and was performed by the Earl of Minto on September 14, 1900. In
1901, just prior to the completion of the canal, many people were skeptical
about the desirability of irrigation in view of the fact that during the
months of May, June and July of that year, they had 22.9 inches of rainfall.
Many people said "we don't need irrigation----we need drainage!’'. Others
said, "if it wasn't raining, it was blowing'. At that time,.land was
selling for about $8.00 per acre and people were skeptically saying '‘there
must be something wrong with it, or they wouldn't sell it at that price!'.
But still there was no rush for the purchase of this land. Terms for pur-
chase were two years' free use----- and still, few takers. With the fore-

sight that Mr. Magrath had, he decided they should set up a demonstration

farm near Lethbridge to encourage and instruct the new settlers and to
demonstrate what could be done under irrigation. A model farm of 300 acres
was established to join the old grade of the Crow's Nest Line three miles
southeast of Lethbridge and W. H. Fairfield, then Assistant Professor of
Agriculture and Horticulture, and Superintendent of the Experimental Station
at the University of Wyoming, was put in charge. His advice and experience
was made- available to the settlers on any matters pertaining to irrigation.
Mr. Fairfield arrived in April of 1901 and immediately set to work getting
the land in shape. As the ''Big Ditch' was nearing completion, the Alberta
Rail § Coal Company, under the directorship of Elliott Galt, decided they
needed a better commmication link between the Mormon settlement of Cardston

and Lethbridge. Therefore, in about 1901, they began construction of a

narrow gauge railroad which was completed later that year. Following the
completion of this railroad in 1902 came the completion of the 'Big Ditch"
and the first water was introduced to Lethbridge, Magrath and Stirling in

that order.



In about 1910, in an attempt to intensify irrigation and make more
profitable the construction and operation of the irrigation system, Mr.
Mggrath again contacted the Mormon Church leaders in Salt Lake City and
was put in touch with a man by the name of Jesse Knight. Jesse Knight
was a successful mining investor in that area and, after some discussion,
it was agreed he would construct a sugar factory at Raymond, providing he
would have an option to purchase some 30,000 acres at a specifically set
price of $3.00 per acre. In addition, he would have an option to purChése
an additional 60,000 acres at the same price at a later date. However,
in order to bind the deal and in order for the irrigation company to have
a firm commitment, they required Mr. Knight to put up a bond of $50,000.
They expected some resistance to this request; however, to their amazement,

Mr. Knight immediately deposited with them, a cheque for $50,000.

In the sumer of 1910, Mr. Jesse Knight undertook to plow some
3,000 acres of land in preparation for the next year's crop. This land
was located in the vicinity of Raymond and required tremendous effort,
with large numbers of teams with plows, and was completed before the winter
snows set in and was ready for planting of the first crop of sugar beets
the next year, 1911. Following the first crop and the completion of the
sugar factory (the sugar factory itself only operated for about three years),
in 1914, Mr. Knight dismantled the equipment and took it to Idaho, where
he had brought it from originally. At a later date, 1925, a second factory
was constructed in Raymond and continued in operation until only a few years

ago. At present it is used primarily for the packaging of icing sugar.

Since the initial activity for the development of coal in the
Lethbridge area, there had been a number of companies formed: the Alberta

Rail § Coal Co., the Alberta Irrigation Company, the Lethbridge Land Company,



Northwest Coal § Navigation Company, the St. Mary River Railway Company.
In about 1904, it was decided that all these companies should be combined
into one company and at that time the Alberta Rail § Irrigation Co. was
formed. This company was later taken over by the C.P.R. during a time of

financial crisis.

In view of the increase in activity in irrigation following 1925 and
the construction of the second sugar factory, the capacity of the '"Big Ditch"
had to be increased to 1,000 c.f.s. The projected capacity at that time
was 1200 c.f.s.; the present capacity is 3,000 c.f.s., the latter capacity
being required following construction of the St. Mary and Waterton Dams.
This additional increase was for the delivery of water to a larger tract
of land, including Lethbridge/Coaldale, Taber and the Eastern Division of
the S.M.R.I.D. The construction of the 'Big Ditch" to date, with the con-
struction of the canal from Kimball to Magrath, Stirling, Lethbridge and
some extensions to include the Lethbridge/Coaldale, required the use of
one million board feet of lumber with 1,121,000 cubic yards of earth
removed for initial construction. Enlargements required 3,250,000 board
feet of lumber, with 3,800,000 cubic yards of earth removed, for.a total
of 4,250,000 board feet of lumber and the removal of approximately five
million cubic yards of earth. Thus we see that the initial construction
was only a small part of a larger, more complex, undertaking which was
only made possible by the ingenuity, ambition and integrity of those
original pioneer settlers in Southern Alberta. They were men of faith,
self reliance, courage and integrity. The pioneer women of the time
were great personalities; they were strong, steady, brave and uncomplaining.
They made life tolerable in the new land, giving their new homes those

'1ittle touches' that gave delight to all: they put curtains on the



windows, rugs on the floors, they remembered the birthdays and saw that
the flowers and the gardens were planted in the spring, they were unfail-
ing morale builders when things were going wrong. These were the citizens
and the founders of the Town of Magrath----we commend you for your work,
we commend you for your accomplishments, and for the enterprise that has
been demonstrated in developing this commmity. Last, but not least, we
commend you for the great strides you have made in the past, laying the
groundwork for the future. One of your greatest contributionsvhas been
the foundation stock: the young men and women produced from this commmity.
They have become leaders across the country; they have made and are making
their marks across this country and others, in science, medicine,
agriculture, education and athletics. There are no finer tributes to be
made to the citizens of this commmity than the product of their youth

and their leaders in the world. Some of those pioneers who ought to be
remembered are as follows:

Charles Ora Card, President and Leader of the Mormon pioneers in the

Cardston vicinity,
'"Uncle Tom'" Duce,
H. S. Allan, School Teacher,
Patriarch Hinman,
John W. Taylor, Mormon Leader,
Z. W. Jacobs, School Teacher,
William Wood, Butcher,
Walter Ackroyd, Pioneer fruit raiser,

Levi Harker, First mayor of Magrath and sheep rancher, who also
helped to plow the first furrow for irrigation near
Cardston, with Pres. Card holding the plow in 1895.

Mr. C. A. Magrath-Engineer/Manager of the Alberta Rail § Irrigation Co.,
colonizer after whom the Town of Magrath was named,

who persuaded the first Mormons experienced in
irrigation to come to this country to settle this land.



J. B. Riri, Sheep rancher,
0. D. Austin, School teacher, appreciated for his literary talents.

----and many, many more:
The Rasmussens

The Cooks

The Fowlers

The Sabeys

The Jensens

The Tanners

The Browns

The Fletchers

The Cliftons

and the Harris's

The Keelers and the Spencers....

ALL these citizens played their roles in the settlement of one of
the finest commmities in Southern Alberta, and throughout Canada.

Our congratulations go to all of you who have played any part, who
have sacrificed, who have given of themselves: their time, their talents,
their resources, to the establishment of this community to make it what it
is on this, the Diamond Jubilee of the Garden City of Canada, MAGRATH.
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MAGRATH. GARDEN CITY OF SOUTH .

By WALTER BROWN

THIS JUBILEE YEAR 1955,
Magrath “The Garden City”
finds itself proud of its name and
striving to maiutain its tradition.
It looks back with pride upon the
. year 1805 when M. D. H. Elton,
QC. observed that Magrath, the
thriving new village on the virgin
prairie was first end feremost in
responding to the tree-planting
campaign of “Archie” Mitchell, gov-
ernment agriculturist, “and soon the
erstwaile ‘Bald Spot’ was festooned
beneath a bower of trees, and flow-
ers, and lawns, and gardens, and
cor.fortable homes, and a happy

prosperous, progressive people.’
As I looked upon this marvelous
transformation I said “Eurely this

iz the Garden City. ’

Mr. Elton was the publisher of the

*Magrath Ploneer,” the first paper

prirted In Magrath.
We quote from the June 1, 1908

issue:

KEEP IT BEFORE THE PEOPLE
7—-"1’1131: Magrath i1s the Garden City

of Southern Alberta and has better

facilities for fruit ralsing, nurserics,
- and orchards than any other com-

petitor.

That Magrath has planted more
trees this season than any other
town her size in Southern Alberta
or elsewhere in the Canadian North
- West. :

. That Magrath good stores, up-to-
date linplement houses, first class
hotel, barber shop, drug store, res-

taurant and confectioncry milliner,
Tharness maker, boot and shoe re-
pair, blacksmiths, a local and long
distance systenn of Bell Telephone,
large reller miY, big elevator, jew-
eler and watch repairer.

That Magrath is on the railway
and 12 miles from the only Sugar
Refinary west of Lake Superior.
Beet ylelds are from 15 to 20 tons
per acre.

That Magrath has an incorporated
Ronard of Trade, a live Agricultural
Society, a vigorous branch of the
Alberti Farmer's Association.

That Magrath has excellent coal
depostts ol the best quality and in
unlimited quantity. -

It is interesiing to note prices
quoted by Harker-Head - Company
for their Junc stocktazing bargains:

Ladies' Summer waists from 60c.

Ladles’ Summer Suits from $2.45.

Fine dress goods sold elsewhere
at 756 cents, our price, 45 cents per
yard. )

Organdles sold elsewhere at 20
cents per yard, our price, 125 cents
per yard. -

Strange as it may seem Magrath
owes its beginning to coal, for the
discovery of coal on a commercial
scale at Lethbridge was the parent
of hrrigation and irrigation was the
parent of Magrath,

MEN OF VISION

Fortunately, men of foresight
were on the sceéne: Clifford Sifton,
Minister of the Interior in the Ca-
nadian Cabinet; J. J. Head, repre-
senting British finance; C. A. Ma-
grath, the local representative in
the Northwest Council of Canada;
and Charies Ora Card, the great
Mormon pioneer and promoter of
irrigation.” “They saw that irriga-
tion was necessary to stabilize agri-
culture in Southern Alberta and that
the Utah Mormons with their 60
years of frrigation experience were
the logicnl pecoplc to do the job. A
contract was signed with the LDS
Mormon church and work began on
the canal that would take water
from the St. Mary's River at Kim-
baill and put it on the land in the
area where now stand Magrath,
Raymond and Stirling.

Wilth President Charles Ora
Card holding the plow, the lirst
furrow was turned in September,
i898. The Mormem cburch
called many familics (rom Utsh
to put over the prejeet and by
the spring of 1599, sctilers were
flocking in by rail and covered
wagon bringing their stock with
them. Their wission was {wo-
fold; to construct the canal and
{o setile ihe land. By November
of that ycar the headgates at
Magrailh were completed and
Hon. Clitford Sifton performed
the official opening ceremony on
the 14th day of thsat month.

* This day, Nov, 14, 1899 Is look~
ol upon as the hirthday of irri-
gation in weslern Canada. The
same year marks the hirthday
of Magrath. The influx of sct-
tiers to the Magrath town site
was so rapid that on July 24,
1859 il officially became *“The
Village of Magrath” named for
the man, C, A, Magrath who had
been Instrumental in establish-
ing it.

On the 24th of July, 1949 at the
Joint celebration of the Golden Ju-
bilee of Magrath and of irrigation in
Alberta, W. A. Hamiltol: of Leth-
bridge unveiled a monhument in the
town of Magrath in honor of the
twc historic events. Mr. Hamilton
was a member of the official party
on the 1899 occasion.

FIRST WATER

The first water was turned into
the new system in the fall of 1900
and the system has grown and ex-
panded with the years. Large stor-
age reservoirs at Chin Lake and
other points stored surplus water
for large tracts of arid land. Re-
cently the original AR & I system,
as it was originally known, has
been absorbed into the SMRD, n
vast Irrigation project which will
8span the southern end of the prove-
ince, stretching from Waterton
Lakes on the west to Medicine Hat
on the east and will eventually
carry on into Saskaichewan. A
dam across the Waterton River will
make Waterton Lakes a great reser-
volr. A sccond dam further down
the river will divert the water into
& canal that will carry it across to
the Belly River and across the
Blood Indian reservation into the
large St. Mary River dam, the larg-

‘est earth dam In Canada.

From here it will be distributed

"over Southern Alberta puiting some

350,000 acres of arid land under
“the ditch” and creating one of the

tive irrigation districts on the whole
continent.
MAGRATH LEADERS

In the limited space it is possible
ot mention only a few of the people
who played leading roles in the de-
velopment of the town. J.J. Head,
the first overseer of the Village of
Magrath, came to Canada in 1899,
His first interests were in caitle
and sheep in Cardston. He came
to Magrith in 1900 and was elected
overseer of the village of Magrath
at its incorporation the year 1801,

Bishop Levi Harker, Magrath’s
first mayor was another pioncer
who brought his family fromn Utah
in a “prairic schooner” covered
wagon, arciving in Cardston in 1893,
He had been a successful sheep
farmer in Usah, and soon established
extensive herds of excellent Shrop-
shires which became the foundation
stock from which many of the
great herds of weslern Canada were
built, Ancther leading sheep man
was J. B. Ririe, father of Ririe
Bros. today. ]

R. W. Bradshiaw was another plon-
eer. At the same time thc Rasmus-
sens, Cooks, Jacobs, Fowlers, Bones,
Sabeys and Jensen came. Mr. Brad-
shaw was the founder of the Rose-
dale Ranch, now the site of the
Jensen dam, which soon became fa-
mous for its Percheron and French
Coach horses, With such animals
as “Pink,” one of the best Percheron
stallions on the continent, and many
other top ranking sires and mares
he soon built an excellent band of
registered horses from which South.
ern Alberta became stocked with
good horses. Mr. Bradshaw's motto
for himself and advice to others
was “Stay with Alberta and Alberta
will puall you through.”

Christian Jensen, one of the
fathers of the Alberta Wheat Pool,
was for 11 years president of the
Canadian Co-operative Wool Grow-
ers, and pianecr irrigation faimer.
Becuuse of his coniributions to ir-
rigation the large storage dam ab
the Pothole Coulec south of Mae
grath is named Jensen dam in his
honeor,

Mayor E. P. Tanner has served {n
that offiée 168 years. He {s the man
who has brought more Industries to
Magrath than any other citizen.
Magrath owes to him the establishe
ment of Alberta Canning Company,
the only wonllen mill in Alberta and
a modern sash and door faclory,
The “Gardcen City” Is forging ahead,
a town of churches, schools and
lovely homes served by all modern
convenlences. Naturai gas will be

finest and potentially most produc- | installed later this year. | .




THE LETHBRIDGE HERALD, October 17, 1944

b e———— -

(Arthur R. Ford i London Eree

Press) .

Believe it or not, but the eizht

daughters of Sir Alexandar Galt,
one of the Fathers uf Coniedera-
tion and finance minister mn Sir
Joihm A. Mucdonaid's first mnisiry
at Confederation, are stiil alive, Sir
Alexander was boin in 1317 and

i
i

tthe Canada Lancd C=o

: Is an aimost incredihte fact, whicn

. missed.

died in 1893 at the age of 76. This

Ripley somehow or other has

» *

I learned this interesting piece
of Canadiana wiule in vic.cria, o.
C. When I was in the press zal-
lery at Ottawa I became acauainied
with C. A. Magrath, wiio was for
one term member of Parlinment for
Medicine Hat, later was f{or many
years cusirman of :he Caradian
section of the internauonal \Water-
ways Commission and succeeded Sir
Adam Becx as caairman of thz
Hydre Commiission. Mr. Lrath is
retired and living in Victonia. I
renewed & old acquaintanceshin by
calling on nim. Mr. Magrati's wife
is a2 anughter of Sir Alexander Gait,]
and siie mfornmed me that her seven
sisters are stiil ali alive. Two of
them, spinsters, are living in Vic-
toria, and I met a fousth, 3Irs. C.!
A. Springett, of Montreal. wan Was |
visiting in victoria. Sir Alawander
also had four sous, but in:y are
all dead. If this is not worrh a
Ripley notice, then I have lost com-
pletely my news sense.

3 &

While in Winnipez I -met at an
Empire Club meeting Zon. W. J.}
Tupper, the last surviving son
Sir Charles Tuvper, anotner Father!
of Confadaration and former lieu=
tenant-governor of Mamlioni. i
eight daughters of Sir Alexander
Galt and Mr. Tupper are, as iar as
I can find out, the onlr surviving:
children of any of the Failers of}
Confederation. Likewise. at  thc!
same Empire Club mee:ing. i mati
the granddaughter of Sir Johir A.!
Macdonald, a daughter of Hon.
Hugh John Macdotiaic. Hictory
turned back for me while I was in:
the West. .

Mr. Magrath is one of the Tast of
the pioneets who helped o buiid
the Wesi. He was born in "4 hear
Cttawa, and wen: VWes: i 1378 as
a surveyor under Col. Joar S
Dennis, who wos thie plonces sur-
veyor of the West and u had
been appointed tiiat yexr the first
deputy minister of the {nterior.
Those were the dovs tefere the
CPR. and when the Indians and
the buffalo still roamad ae prairie.
Mr. Magrath siurveyed

AR
i

prov oty
more of the West tiian any oiher
man. In 1835 he was surverin: in)
Northern Manitooa when he receive |
ed an offer to go wiii the Galt
Interests in Southern Asberta. On
the advice of Col. Dennis hae accept-
ed the job and as he lau Ziy tod
me: “Mis. Magrath weos ihe re-

suit.”
.

The Galts were a great ploneer
ing fzmily. Jokn Call, e Scotilsh
povelist, was the comn.ssioner oLy
vy whieht

-1
i
:

opened un the Huron 7Tr2¢
Citv of Gal: was notqned 2fter

ot

and he was largely respotsi
the founding of the citle: ¢f Cue

e
(R}

A Tuzn of God-
slwzys be as-
ern Cuzalio.

-

and Staai(erd ond

erich. Mis name

sociated with Was
L]

mover in the eariy deveinpment of
the Erstern Townshlps.  He headed

a land settlement company in that

Lethpridge—Galts—C. A. Magrath|

5

e ]
kint 1 memzer of the Borden Cabinat, bu';
ipie for: instead ne was made chaidman ol
1ph;

!

His son, Alexander. was the prime!

|

district which settled many of the
pionecr families and promoted the
first railways in that part of Quebec.
1han lite in life he became mier-
ested in Southern Alberia, He was
respansible for opening up the first
coal mines at wnat now Is the City
of Lathbridge. The idca was o scll
the coai to the new railway, the
CP.R.. and the original plan was
to ship the coal by barges duwn the
Belly River o Medicmme Hat, but
this did not work out. There was
r:o. envugn water at the right time.
Then to protect their coal invest-
ments a company with English
capial was formed to build a rail-
, way called the alberta Railway and
Ceal Company. In those days rail-
wavs were given iznd grants as
suosidy. The company was gran
jarme fracts of lané lua Sovidsi...
Alperza. most of witich tnen were]
of little value for sectlement. Muci
of this land had to be soid to i:eep‘
the company floating. Irrization
had been developed in Utah by the!
Aornons as a means of bringing
into cultivation fectile but avy
country, and after investization it
was decided irrigation caiila be suc-
cessful in Southern Alberta. Aan
ircigation company was formed, and
the first irrigation project in South-
ern Alberta was .laur:ched.
L

Sir ‘Alexander Galt died in 1893
ard his son. Elllot Gali, who had
the pioneering spirit of the fam-
ily and fine business abllity, car-
ried on under difficult circums-
stances the operations of the vari-
ous companies. Mr. Magrath was
particularly interested in the coin-

pany's irrigation projecis. and was
for vau 2 cf the Qvrigation

Nor:hwest Irri
“ted Utah and persuaded tae firs:

Yis
*sfcrmons. esperienced in jrrizacion

wo=z and iarm:ng, 1o seitie
cusnern Aloertd. —
15 -

When Letubridge. hi~h was
named after an Engilish puonsu-»
who was president of one of the
Galt companies. was first incernt
ated as a town in 1801, Mr. Nfa-
grath was czecied mayor, sy
tha; the election simply consi
of a dozen of the leadinz ¢
of the new town sitting around ard,
deciding taat he shotid be moeyor.
‘T'he same year he s eecied w5 A
member of the first Legisiaure of
ihe Northwest Territ ad he
tells me that tnere was tile saie ifi-
formslity in the elcction. He was,
requrned by acclamation. e is the
Ias: surviving member of the cviz-
inal Northwest Territories Legisia-
ture.
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In 1908 Mr. Magrath entered fed-
eral public life and was elecred as
Corservative member for edizhie
Hat. Three years later he was de-
feated by W. A. Buchanan, puolsi-
er o the Lezhbridee Herald and to-
day senator and the present tine
president of The Canadlan Piuss.
Their pelitical uiTerences ana the
fact that Mr. Bucimnan deteated
Mr. Mograth has aever fawsifercd
witk a lifelong frienaship. 1 2ir
*faxrath nad been elected in 1931
ne woukl undoubtedly have been a .

the Canadian section of tire Iute:-
patenal Wooetwars Cominiistaa, i
post he heid untii 1933 and where
he did distinguished sevvice io Can-
oda in helving to scutle muny her-
i der disputes. The recsrd ol puoilc
service to Canada of the Galt fna-
jlv has been maintained by the son-
in-law, Mr. Magrath.
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Looking Back at Early Days and Persondlities in Old Home Town:

Magrath Was Child Of An Heroic
¥ ey bl kR

ol ] 5ok

By C. F. STEELE

PENING of the new century
(} brougib the Great Land Rush
- to Souihern Alverta. The
country was astir, thousands from
eastcrn Cancda and the Uaited
Staies joined the trek into this new
ccuntry of cheap land and unlimit-
ed opportunities. ¢

The ploneers were on the march.

With the new century ¢ame a
surge of interest in irrigation and
irrigation was the magic Ley that
opened & new agricultural emplre
in tils broad country of good soil
but limited rainfall.

It was the building of that first
canal sysiem, the AR. and I, pro-
Ject, that brought about the settle-
ments of Magrath .and Stirling.
While I did not work "on the can-
al”, being a lad af the time, my
people dld, joining hundreds of
cthers In a great new enterprise.

17¢zn well remember those epic
® ¢ays. It was an historic occasion

when the water reached the town
and started to soak the new trees
and gardens and flelds that later
gave to Masrath its famous name—
the Garden Ciuy.
JUBILEE YEAR

That was fifty years «go and this
year—Jjuly 24, 25 and 26—the Gol-
den Jubilee of Magrath will be cele~
brated and along with the jubilee
the fiftieth arnniversery of the in-
auguration of irrigation in western
Carada. In this respect, Magrath’s
_three-day celebration has taken on
“nationsl importance, _

hile - Magrath's elaborate gala
days will {ake the epotiight, Stir-
Jing, too, will come into the picture.
For it was fifty years ago that Stir-
ling was born, becominz the “jump-
Ing off” place for immigrants com-
inz into the country from the States
bound frr Magrath, Cardston and
later Raymotid., Stirling was on the
railway = between Lethbridge and
Great Falls, Mont., and it was over
- that “Turkey ‘Trail” that I came
into the country in the fall of 1900
with my mother and sister to meet

.my father, a Lrother and another

sister who had come in via the
Werland Trail by covered wagon.

‘e didn't stop at Stirling, much to
¥ relief, but rather rattled on mer-
rily te Lethbridge.

Letabricge wasn't bad at all to a
youngster; in fact it was ratner
exciting with Indians about. But
I well ramember leaving its homses
and sto.es and lights and being
‘erzulfed !n the prairie as our wagon
_croaked wearlly over the long prai-
yie trail toward Magrath.

; Mother had been telling us about
;- our “new home in Canada” but on
{ vulling into Magrath of that day.
> w clusier of scattured houscs and

“here and there a dugnout, I figured

“rome was never‘uke" this.”

the waves. )

Hyrum Tayior, brother of “Jonn
W."” the Cagnacdian apostle, and son
of the late Jehn Tagior, thiré pres-
ident of the Mormon church, and
his talented wife kept a2 general
store. I remember {nat store be-
cause we tracded there for many
years, We children iearned about
barter In those days, trading eggs
for candy. And the only caniy to
select from were two buckeis—one
hard tack and the other gum &rops.
But it was store candy, something
in those days.

EXCITING MOMENTS

Life had its exciiing moments in
Magrath in the early days. I well
remember the trivs wz used io make
with grists to the uolier mill at
Cardston. The rouné irip took two
or three days. The mill always fas~
cinated me 2nd I think then I
caught something of the new spirit
abroad In tiie land—ihe new devel-
opment ‘in home industry. I well
rememnber the Knizhis building the
sugar factery at Raymond for I
was one of the boys who crawled
along the rows of beets and thinned
them. I was the thinner for my
sister, and those beet rows were
painfully leng. The Indians uced
to come down frmn the nearoy
reservacion to h2ip ia the oeats in
those days. They used to necdie
polished buffalo horns and fancy
articles of buckskin heavily beaded,
Their work was well dorne and sr-
tistic. I learned a few words of
Blackfeet and knew numbers of the
Indians personally. My admiration
for cur Blackieet neighbors has
never wahied hut we were always
afrald e tvade horses with them
although I did crave many a spot-
ted pony trailing along afier their
cutfits, I liked their horses more
than their dogs.

“The prairie erasz in those days
was deep, brushed tae stirrups of &«
saddle. Farmers vsed to cut hay
out in the “Bishop's Field” now
part of the town. We boys used to
help with the hayirz, we tramped
the hay on the stzzks and in the
barns. It was not easy wurk. We
also helped in the fall stooking
grain. I well remember stooking
grain on the big Cannon farm north
of town.
remember iV, with peards thai made
the job rea’ly tough for a vounzster.
The bundles vere he2vy asd prickly.
And the grain was thick.
THRESHING DATE

I rememider the old horze pover
threshing cutii*s of than early Say
and the feasrtg we zot wrhen “iie
threshers came™ Those ceragions
became tradition2l. Swimming in
the canal, Easter walks a'ong the
Pot Hole coulee, picnics and berry
pleking on the St. Mary's and Fri-
day aiternocn pregrams at schocl—
all these I raecsll. T broke mv arm

It was Turkey Red. as I

night of the great prairie. Often
as a boy I have laid awake at night
listening 1w the silence about me
or the cry of coyotes far too close
to town for comfort, The dawns
were full of mystery, ’*that hour
“when the tide of life runs low,
while we are waiting for the dawn,

come.”

day. What could ke more moving
than the beauty of a prairie sun-:
Yise?

As a boy I became a printer's
devil in the office of the “Magrat!
Pioneer.” That gave me a nose for
news which 1 never have lost, end
I'm sure I never shall. I learned to
“stick type’ as well*as wash rollers
and I also became a reporter! Many
a famous baseball game between
Magrath and Raymond have I re-
ported. Magrath didn't have rauch
love for Raymond at that time and
“what they said” to the O’Brien
boys on the Raymond team was
something terrible. I suppose I
shared in some of this lccal ani-
mosity but it was all forgctten lster
when I b2came the publisher of
the “Raymond Recorder” with the
late Tom O'Brien, one of the finest
men I ever met, as my neighbor.
I should like to tell you more

founded Magrath.

culture that impressed me as a lad
and I salute them today on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee. I
must tell you more, however, of ctie
ouestanding man—Levi Harker, the
first bishop and the first mayor of
Magrath. He was one of the pio-
neers in the Albzrta range sheep in-
dustry and it i5 a fact though little
kuewn, that he plowed the first
furrow for the first irrigation ditch
in the country. President Cavd
holding the plew, That was in 1895
in the Cardston country. He was
a2 tnan of sound judgment, wise in
counsel and flrm in the way of cuty.
He was a close friend of that great
Canadian _engineer and colonizer,
Charles A. Magrath, for whom Ma-
‘grath_was named. Bishop Harker
oved ‘good horses and purethred
sheep and he was always co-operat-
ive to a young reporter ccvering tte
fair, and that goes_for J. B. Ririe.
teo, noted sheep breeder and exhibit -
nr. Magrath's Deseret Agricultural
Sorlety used to put on one of tne
top falrs in Alberta but that is a
story in itself. .

the dawn ihat some day will notf
Often I have watched the;
pale sunrise deepen into a blaze of - -
coler across the sky ushering in the'!

about that strong group of nien wl'.ot

o
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New Century The Critchfie

\%4

canal

in celonizing

They were men
of eliange, cotrage and]Lo¥n the years,
integrity. They had 7 S

R

MR, AND }IRS.

(BY INEZ RICH BENNETT)

hen Magrath was very you
Just a few tents and cugos
. oa the broad grassy unier
ed prairie, when the first irrigatic
! in western Canada peg:
winding its way along the noriie
slopes of the Milk River Ridge co:
structed by primitive means hy m
and teams, shovels and scraper
when the West was youns, rouc
and ready and the survival of ti
fittest held sway, the Arthur Critc;
field family came from Utay

meke their home in Magrath. na
of a group selected -to help build ;!
caknal upon invitation of tne Cai
adian government and &30 to assi

southern  Alvert
irrigation h.

L proven so stabilizing to agricultu
that additicnal irrization prciec

are springing up in many nars -

St.

thg west and proving their valu
With the ermpletion of the va
Mary's-Milk River

projec

tnousands of additional acres w

be brought under the ‘ditch’ ar
the faith of those early pioace
in irrigation for stabilizing azr
sulture further vindicated,

see.

resourceful. I

those days.
g20d job. too.

Threy gave the childran birt*
dav parties, nursed the sick, con
foried the dying. And thev wers :

well remember ho

Mrs. J. B. Ririe used to pul! ot
‘eeth when they plagued us—an
there was no freezing of gums |
But she used to ao

They were wome

of breeding and refinement. Ther
was no sham but so much of sir
cerity. My own mother, Jane Brids
Steele, possessed the quiet charnm ¢

English culture. She loved mus

It was Fred Turner who got me
interested in dally newspaper work
and mentioned my name to Mr. W.
A. Buchanaa cf the Letabricge Her- ,
zld. As It workad omt, I c¢id take
a Job with the Herald and for a

chart nerind wac a enh rennrter

and the uveiter things of life zn
the sacrifices of the ear’s days di
Dot friguven ner. The fslk in thos
&uys helped each other; it was

.reighboriy age.

The memory ¢

those fine pioneer women will eve

ke yreea.

T
. Such wes Magrath in tize eacl
cars ard a glimpce of hfe in tha
period. As we celedrate *ha Gnldar
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B. CRITCHFIELD

After fifty years in Magrath, of
‘geod luck and bad, they liked it
well enough to stay the rest of - ,
their lives, in preparation for which
Arthur Critchfield and Sons built
a cosy modern cottage right in the|
middle of town in February, 1948,
across the street from the grocery
store, wiich, Mrs. Critchﬁeld agrees,
‘is just right for us’ At 77 Arthur
is still active in byilding construct-
ion after nearly fifty years helping
to build up the community with
nomea, barns, garages and other

uildings. In fact, there are few In
town that he has not built or help-
ed to build. ’

Realizing that to colonize a
countty people are needed they
are the proud parents of twelve
‘children, eleven of whom - survive.
who in turn have added 37 grand-
child.ren, 17 great- grandchildren.
In f{aci, thore are eight four-gen-
eratinn groups amoug them, ~ the
| whele striving to live up to the ex-
ample of church end community
service and the first and greatest
coinmandment, ‘to love thy neighbor
as thyself.” :

West Virginian

Let'ssee how this English, Irish,
Scotch, German, Yankee got his
start, anyway. Like the alphabet
he began as A, B, C, Arthr Bu'g-!
gerton Cnlc‘lfiPld the middle’ name ;
from the f2ct that when he was,
born, his parenis were members ;
of the Biggerton religous group. !
He was born July 20, 1872, at Glov-|
ers Gap, Marion County. West !
Virginia, third child of Absolam:
Crirchiield and Mary Campbelll
His parental grandfather came tol
America frem Eazland and his
maternal grandisther Campbell
irom Ireland. Sandwiched between
ancestors he got the English, Insh.l
Seoteh, German bleod. To top it all |
{off he wa: born a Yankee, s0 he
{een look = gocd meny peoples mI
i ne face and say, “Eello, brother.”:
"He lived at Glover's Gap uniil 131
tv.ea..a of age. His faiher died when|
he was ecigint and WhC"l he was |
{‘3 his mother teok (e cinlldren ?o!l
live at St. Joan's,. Stafford County,
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-# "t ¢an well remember those eplc
* gays. It was an historie eccasion
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“nationzl importance,

amy fatner, a Lrother and another

I wel! remember leaving -its homes
_croaked wearily over the long prai-

.’ our “new home in Canada” but on
f vulling into Magratk of that day.
‘. 2 cluster of scattered hkousts and

.here and there a dugsut, I figured

‘store, I remember.
. rcon Mercer. who drove the stage

wmimL UL UOLETEST I HTIZANon auw
irrigation was the magic key that
opened a new agricultural empire
In this broad country of good 5°
but limited rainfall.

It was the buiding of that first
canal system, the AR. and I Dro-
Ject, that brought about the setile-
ments of Magrath and Stiring.
While I ¢id not work “on the can-
al”, being a lad at the time, my
people did, joining hundreds of
cthors in a great new enterprize.

vhen the water reached the town
and staried to soak the new trees
and gardens and feids that later
gave to Magrath its famous name—
the Gardea City.
JUBILEE YEAR

That was fifty years ugo and this
year—july 24, 25 and 26—the Gl-
den Jubilee of Magrath will be cele-
brated and along with the jubilee
the fiftieth anniversary of the in-
auguration of irrigation in western
Canada. In this respact, Magrath's
three-day ceclebration has taken on

Whiie - Magrath's elaborate gale
days wil {ake the spotiight, Stir-
ling, tco, will come into the picture.
For It was fifty years ago that Stir-
linz was born, becoming the “jump-
Inz off” place for immigrants com-
inz Into the country from the Swates
bouand for Magrath, Cardston and
later Raymeoud. Stirling was on the
raflway  b2iween Lethbridge and
Great Falls, Ment., and it was over
that “Turcey 'Trail” that I came
inro the couniry in the fall of 1900
with my mother and sister to meet

sister who had come In via the
werland Trail bty covered wagon.

‘e didn't stop at Stirling, much to
.- relief, but rather rattled on mer-
rily te Lethbridge.

Letnbricse wast't bad at all to &
youngster; in fast it was rather
exciting with Indians about. But

and sto:os aud lishts 2nd beirng
erzulfed in the prairie as our wigon

rie traii toward Magrath,
Moather had been telling us about

“heme was never like® this.”

The Normon churcih  built the
first houses in Magrath snd they
vere substantially built. We held
Sunday Scheol and church over a
The late Am-

from Lethbridge and kept the post
cffice, was my teacher. And Le was
a good one, an earnest, kindly, well
Informsd man. . William Wood,
father of Pres. E. J. Wood of Card-
ston, was our village btuicher in
the early days. He was a Crimean
War veteran and had a fund of
stories - that fired the imogination
of youth. I soon found life on the
frontier not half bad. As hLe told
us of the Trimean War and Flor-
ence Nightlngale, so Walter Ack-
royd, pioneer fruit raiser, brought
us tales of the Civil War in the
States. He had & splendid library,
was a self educated man and the
orly genealogist in the country.
George Naylor, the blacksmith, was
another striking character. He had
crossed the Pacific from Australia
as I recail it. He had a virile, con-
vincing style and dramctized the

hard tack and the other -gUE.ErODS-
But It was store candy, something

il { in those days.

EXCITING MOMENTS

Life had its exciting momentz in
Magrath in the early days, I well
remember the trivs we used to make
with grists to the oller mill at
Cardston. The round irip took two
or three days. The mill always fas-
cinated me znd I think then I
caught something of the new spirit
abroad in tae land—ihe new devel-
opment in home Indusiry. T well
remeinber the Knizhts building the
sugar factery at Raymond for I
was one of the boys who crawled
along the rows of bee:s and thinned
them. I was the thinner for my
sister, and those beet rows were
painfully long. The Indians used
to come dowm fremn the nearoy
reservacion to h2ip in the oveels in
thoese days. They used to necdie
volished buffalo horns and fancy
articles of buckskin heavily beaded.
Their work was weil done and s&r-
tistic. I learned 3 few words of
Blackfeet and knew numbers of the
Indians perzonally. My admiration
for cur Blackieet neighhbors has
never waned hut we were always
afrald te trade horses with them
althouzh 1 did crave many a snot-

ted pony trailing slong afier their
cutfits. I liked their horses more

than their dogs.

*The prairie eras: in those days
w23 deep, brushed tie stirrups of a
saddle. FParmers uvied to cut hay
out in the “Bishao's Field,” now
part of the town. We boys used to
help with the hayirz, we tramped
the hay on the stacks and in the
barns. [t was not easy work., We
also helped in the fall stooking
grain. I well remember stooking
grain on the big Cannon farm north
of town. it was Turkey Red. as I
remember i, with peards that made
the job rea’ly tough for a younzster.
The bundles vers heavy and prickly.
And the grain was thick.
THRESHING DALZ
‘hie old horse pover
s of than esrly day
we wob whin “ie
threshers came” Those ceragions
became traditional. Swimming in
the canal, Easter walks along the
Pot Hole coule2, picnics and berry
plcking on the St. Mary's and Fri-
day afternocn pregrams it school—
gll these T reeall. T broke my arm
on a picric to the river snd Dr.
Sanders set it for me as my dear
mother suffered on & chair beside
me. ‘The doctor said it really wasn't
a brzak; the tone was Ltent and he
vrocaeded to straighten it and it
wasn't fun.

I remember President Charles
Ora Card, H. S. Allen; “Uncle Tom”
Duce, Patrierch Hinman, John W,
Taylor, Mathlss ¥, Cowley and other
noted early churchnien. I like
nothing better than a good sarmon
and we heard some mighty good
sermons in those days in the old
meeting house. I studied under that
avle teacher, Z. W, Jacods, a5 a
boy and he loaned me 2 ook on
Laln urging me to take up law. O.
D. Austin, who later became news
editor of the: Lethbridee He:ald,
was an early schonl teacher of mine
apd he it was wio opened to me
the riches of literature. He could
read poetry as it sheculd be read and
in no time {lat I was writing—

sary!
;O; have vivid recollectlons of the

threshing out
aend the fez

frightening prairie fires ¢f those

roll of the ship as it plowed threush

days ane the utter foneliness ab

day. What goyld be more moving '
ise?

As & boy 1 pecame a printer’s
devil in the offjce of the “Magrath
Pionzer.” That gave me & nose for
news which 1 pever have lost, and
I'm sure I neyer shall. I learned to
“stick type’ ag well *as wash rollers
and I also became a reporter! Many
a famous baseball game between
Magrath and Raymond have I re-
ported. Magrath didn't have much
love for Raymond at that time and
“what they said” to the O'Brien
boys on the Raymond team was
something terrible. I suppose I
shared in some of this lecal ani-
mosity but it was all forgctten liter
when I became the publisher of
the "Raymond Recorder” witb the
late Tom O'Brien. one of the finest
men I ever met, as my neighbor.

I cshould like to tell you more
about that strong greup of nen wl.o'
f&;unded Magrath. w‘%—
of faith, eliance, courageé an
in egrlt;’.ﬁmm‘
culture that impressed me as a lad
and I salute them today on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee. I
must tell you more, however, of ctie
ouestanding man—Levi Harker, the
first bishop and the first mayor of
Magrath. He was one of the pio-
neers in the Albzrta range sheep in-
dustry and it is a fact though little
known, that he plowed the first
furrow for the first frrigation ditch
in the country. President Czt
holdirg the plow. That was in 1895
in the Cardston country. He was
a mnan of sound judgment, wise in
counsel and firm in the way of cuty.
He was a close friend of that great
Canadian .engineer and cclonrizer,
Charles A. Magrath, for whom Ma-
‘gToth was nemed. Bishop Harker
loved ‘good Thorses and purebred
shcep and he was always co-operat-
ive to a young reporter ccvering tre
fair, and that goes_for J. B. Ricie.
teo, noted sheep breeder and exhiblt-
ar. Magrath’s Deseret Agricultural
Society used to put on one of tne
top fairs In Alberia but that is a
story in itsell, ’

It was Fred Turner who got me
interested in daily newspaper work
and mentioned my name to Mr. W.
A. Buchanaa cof the Letibridge Her-
z2ld. As i work:d oot, I cid take
a job with the Herald and for a
short period was a cub reporter
under my former &caool teacher,
O. D. Austin. I also wrote my col-
uma “Lizhts and Shadows,” one of
the oldest continuing columns lnI
the Herald. I later resigned my,
job and want east to college. Bull
I would have been remiss not 0|
have mentioned Fred Turner, who)
always took an inter

erest in the boys !
of our commuinity and encouraged
them when a little encouragement
meant a lot.
Pioneer Women

When the honors are being passed
around at the Jubilee the women of
that herolc pioneer period should
not te overlooked. They were great
versonalities — strong, steady. brave,
uncompiaining. They made life tol-
erable i1 the new lsnd giving the
new homes those little touches that
gave delight to all. They put cur-
tains on the windows, rugs on the
floor, remembered the birthdays and
saw that the tlowers were planted
in the spring. Thes were unfailing
morale builders when things were
golng wrong.

Thelr faith in the future In the
face of havdslips wnas beautiful io |}

than the. beauty of a prairie sun-; :

.reighiorniy
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hen Magrath was very
W Just a few tents and ¢
on the broad grassy u
ed prairie, when the first irri
canal in western Canada
winding its way aleng the no:
slopes of the Milk River Ridg:
structed by primitive means h
and teams, shovels and ser
when the West was young,
and ready and the surcival .
ittest held sway, the Arthur ¢
field family came from Ut
make their home in Magrath
of a group selected -to help bu
caral upon invitation of tae
adian government and &30 to
in colomizing southern A
Down the years, irrizgation
proven so stabilizing to agric
that additicnai irrigation m
are springing up In many p:
the wes; and proving their
With the e~mpietion of the
St. Mary'’s-Milk River g
tnousands of additional aere
be brought under the ‘ditct
the fulth of those early pi
in irrigation for stabilizing
sulture further vindicared.

see. They gave the children
dayv pariies. nursed the sieck,
forted the dying. And thev w
resourceful, I well remembe
Mrs. J. B. Rirfe used v pu
teeth when they plagued u
there was nro freezing of gu
those days. Bit she used tc
Zood job. t00. They were
of breeding and refinement.
was no sham but so much ¢
cerity. My own mother, Jane .
Steele, possessed the quiet che
English culture. She loved
and the ve:iter things of lif
thie sacrifices of the early da
43 irienten per. The folk in
ABys helped each other; it
aze. The mame
those fine pioneer women wil
te sreen. T

Such wes Magrath in tie
cays ard a glimpee of Lfe it
period. As we celebrate tha C
Jutilee w2 may well look bact
pride on the steacy, subst
geowtl of Jlagrath and lcol
&.50 to a nright fiyre,




